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Principal’s Corner

Hello William C. Jack Families,

I’m Gwen Parker and Jack’s new principal. I’m very pleased about coming to Jack School this year.  This is my 5th year as a principal.  I’ve been the principal at Melvin E. Sine for four years.  Prior to that, I was an assistant principal in another school district. I have worked as a counselor, support specialist, and a teacher of special needs students in grades 1-3.  I’m really looking forward to working with each of you.  

Educationally yours,

Ms. Parker
    We hope you all had an enjoyable summer vacation.  We are pleased to see many of our students returning to Jack this year and welcome all our new students to our Jack family.
    Kindergarten parents and parents of new students, the first week of school can be difficult when leaving your child in a new environment.   We ask you continue to drop your students off at the drop off point (garden gate) and allow them to walk to the playground or cafeteria.  We have a locked campus for the safety of your student and staff.  All visitors to campus must receive fingerprinting clearance. We appreciate your trust in us as we continue to follow these guidelines at William C. Jack School.

   Please also remember, parents are role models for their children. Children mimic parents so it is important for you to demonstrate how to follow all the rules.  If you have concerns or questions about these or any procedures, please feel free to contact Ms. Parker, school principal or Ms. Schmitz, school assistant principal.
[image: image1.wmf]PTA wants to extend an invitation and remind you that everyone is welcome at the meetings – we’d love to hear your ideas.  We will be sending home flyers soon to remind you of our first meeting of the year.  We are looking for parents who want to be active in the school and become a PTA officer.  Please give us a call and let us know of your interest.  We will vote for our officers at our first PTA meeting.  Our PTA kick-off is scheduled for 5:30 on Wednesday, August 26th in Jack’s school library!!  Hope to see you there!!
Volunteers.  If you would like to become a volunteer to help in your child’s classroom, with field trips or fundraisers, you must be fingerprinted at our District Office at 7301 North 58th Avenue.  Upcoming fingerprint dates are found in this bulletin and the year’s schedule is posted in the office.  We look forward to your help
Important Reminders:
· When your child is ill, you must call the attendance line at 623-237-4505 and let us know the reason for absence.
· Please be sure your child’s information is kept up to date.  The office must have accurate contact information at all times.  If you should have a change of address or phone number, let us know immediately
· We ask that those of you who pick up your children do so promptly at pick up time.
Attendance and why it Matters:

There was an article on azcentral.com regarding reasons why students drop out of high school each year.  Currently, there are 28,000 students who drop out of Arizona schools each year.  A longitudinal study was completed by Rodel Community Scholars led by ASU’s Gregory Hickman.  The study tracked students from kindergarten through high school, examining behavioral characteristics of dropouts.  
The behavioral characteristics are as follows:

· Dropouts miss more school than graduates, beginning in Kindergarten

· Dropouts miss an average of 124 days from Kindergarten to eighth grade.  

· Lack of parent involvement in their child’s school

While educators and parents may never get the state’s dropout rate to zero, we can definitely do better.  Parents, your role is so critical in setting the future for your child.  Please make a commitment to having your child to school on time, everyday, all day.  Take the time to be involved at school.  Let’s work together to ensure our students will graduate from high school and college too!  
Pickup/Dismissal Area Additions and Reminders:  
This year, our students who are picked up by an older brother or sister who attend Mensendick School, we are continuing with the catchment area on campus.  The siblings meet on campus and then leave the school and enter into the park.  This has been working very well.  It also relieves the crowd at the parent pick up area in the park.  We also implemented the cones at the entry and exit areas into the parking lot.  The purpose of the cones at the entry area is so all parents form a line along the park and enter the campus off Missouri coming west.  This stops the cars driving straight across and blocking the street.  The cones at the exit area are there so all parents and staff exiting the parking lot will turn right.  This stops the flow of traffic at the crosswalk.  Please note:  There are “No Parking” signs along Missouri Avenue and parents will receive tickets from the Glendale Police Department.  All parents who either walk to school to pick up their child or park and walk, must pick him or her up in the park exits.  No one should be in the front of the school to pick up a child at dismissal who is walking.  The front of the school is for car riders only and the parents must remain in the car.  

Thank you to our parents who follow the safety rules of the school.  We appreciate your patience when dropping off and picking up your child(ren).  Keep up the GREAT work. 
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