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Challenger is a “Performing Plus” School

Dear Parents,

Disciplining middle graders can be difficult for parents.  Challenger Middle School has well established rules, and there are defined consequences for not following the rules.  The basic rule at Challenger is:  Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Safe.  Expectations for behavior while at school fall under these three categories.  However, there are times when students display behaviors that go against our school rules, and a consequence must be given.  Although, overall, the discipline data for Challenger shows a decrease in discipline referrals, we still have room for improvement.  This is where we are asking for parental support.   At Challenger, there are certain behaviors that are never acceptable for a public setting.  Some of these behaviors include, fighting, physical aggression and defiance/disrespect for school personnel.  We want Challenger to be a bully-free, violence-free campus, and we need your support to accomplish this.  Please discuss with your children the importance of handling differences in a respectful manner and avoid using physical aggression/fighting as a way to resolve problems.  
Challenger also has an after school detention program for 6th – 8th grade students called PRIME.  PRIME Time is an after school detention program at Challenger as a consequence for inappropriate behaviors that occur in the classroom, but that don’t necessarily require an office referral.  Students who receive a PRIME time will serve the PRIME time detention the following day from 3:50 to 4:50 PM.  If a student fails to attend  PRIME time on their scheduled day will receive an additional day of detention that must be made up along with their original detention.  If a student continues to refuse to attend PRIME or if they are disruptive while in PRIME, they will be referred to the office and this may result in a suspension.  

A student may receive a PRIME time detention for the following actions:

•
Sleeping in class

•
Use of a cell phone (having it out, or having it heard while at school)

•
Failure to return PRIME forms

•
Being in an unauthorized place 

•
Disrespect – peer

•
Disrespect – property

•
Disrespect – adult

•
Inappropriate response

•
Refusing staff direction

•
Profanity

•
Inappropriate Contact

•
Disrupting Class

•
Horseplay

•
Gum/Candy/Soda/Food
If your child is experiencing bullying, or is having difficulty with another student, please encourage them to report this to their teacher.  It is imperative that they do not handle the conflict with a physical act.  This will always result with a negative consequence for your child.  Encourage your children to always be respectful towards others, especially those adults here at Challenger who are dedicated to your children each and every day.  Your support with helping Challenger to become a discipline-free school is greatly appreciated.  It is only through positive parental support that we can be successful with this goal at Challenger Middle School.  
Respectfully,

Mrs. Tiffany Molina

Principal
Your Tax Credit Dollars Make a Difference

Taking advantage of the Arizona Tax Credit law just got easier for parents who contribute to the Glendale Elementary School District (GESD).  You can now go to the District’s web site (www.gesd40.org)  to contribute online by Dec. 31, 2011.  Online contributions make it convenient for parents who don’t have time to make a separate trip to their school or the District Office and also makes it easier for their Arizona relatives to contribute from any where in the state.

The Arizona tax law (ARS 43-1089.01) allows taxpayers a tax credit of up to $200 for single or head of household tax-filers and up to $400 for married couples filing a joint return when contributing to extracurricular activities in public schools. The amount of the tax credit you make does not have to be for the total allowable amount. You can make a difference in our schools with just $50, $75, or $100, or through installments of any amount you wish to give during the year.

100% of your donation goes directly to Challenger for school sponsored extracurricular activities that benefit students by enriching campus life and learning. You may indicate which program you would like to support, or you can designate your money to be given to the program that has the greatest need. Please remember the donation is non-refundable. 

This tax credit is available to all Arizona individual taxpayers regardless of whether or not they live in the GESD or have children in school. An individual or head of household can contribute and receive a tax credit for any amount up to $200, or a couple filing jointly can contribute up to $400.






A huge Thank You to Ms. Connie Carpenter for keeping Challenger’s PTSA going.   All of us here at Challenger thank you for all of your dedication and commitment to this endeavor.  

Thank you to Ms. Sequila Fisher for your help with washing our dirty school uniforms.  We have uniforms on campus that students can borrow for a variety of reasons, and your help with getting them cleaned so they can be used again is very much appreciated.  Thank you for your time to volunteer at Challenger.

Thank you to Ana Maria Arrastia for organizing our student uniform closet.  Your help with this task is greatly appreciated by all here at Challenger.  

If you are able to volunteer any time at Challenger, please contact our front office at 623-237-4011 and we will provide you with a task.    

December Canned Food Drive to Support St. Mary’s Food Bank

Challenger School is currently having a canned food drive to support St. Mary's Food Bank. We are working hard to give back to our community and be good role models for other schools in the district. We have a school goal of 10,000 cans! The drive goes from December 1st – 16th. Please help your student gather items today!  We are collecting all kinds of non-perishable food items and water.  The homeroom with the most collected items in 4th & 5th grade will win a pizza party.  The homeroom with the most collected items in 6th, 7th & 8th grade will also have a pizza party.  All food items collected will benefit families throughout the valley.    


Participation in Festival/Field Day/Barbecue/Fun Fridays


As a reward and recognition system for those students who consistently demonstrate appropriate citizenship within school, good attendance, work completion and overall good behavior at school, Challenger will host activities throughout the school year that students may be eligible to participate in.  While the goal for Challenger is to have 100% participation in each event, unfortunately, as a result of student’s behavioral choices, they may not be able to attend a specific event.  Each of the events scheduled at Challenger are extra curricular and are not a requirement for fulfillment of the grade level expectations.  Therefore, Challenger teachers and administration will determine criteria for eligibility for each event and will notify students of this criteria.  At Challenger in order to participate in specific events, students must have all homework/class work completed prior to the event.  In addition to having all work completed the following must be met:  Students in 4th and 5th grade must not have received an office referral that resulted in In School Suspension or Out of School Suspension.  Students in 6th, 7th & 8th grade must maintain an average of 3 character points each month.   All students at Challenger are aware of the criteria for them to participate in our extra curricular activities.   If a child is ineligible to attend the event, they will be notified by their teacher or administration prior to the day of the event.  The only exception to this would be if a student is absent one day prior to the event.   We appreciate your support of our high expectations for each of our students for both academic and behavioral expectations.  





Challenger’s First Holiday Pageant


Twas the day before Christmas break


Challenger students and faculty will be hosting a Holiday Pageant on Tuesday, December 20th.  The pageant is a take away from the familiar Christmas story, “Twas the Night Before Christmas”.  Challenger teachers will be performing along with some Challenger students.  All rehearsals will be held after school and students are not required to participate.  This is an after school activity that our students can volunteer to participate with and the Holiday Pageant will be open for the whole community to attend.  We hope that you will be able to join us on Tuesday, December 20th for our first Holiday Pageant at 6:00 PM in Challenger’s Gym.  








Important Dates to Remember in December





Thurs., Dec. 1st:  Dentist on Campus





Dec. 1st – Dec. 16th:  Canned Food Drive for St. Mary’s Food Bank – bring all non-perishable donations to your child’s homeroom teacher.





Tues., Dec. 6th:  GESD Board Meeting 5:30 PM at the District Office





Wed., Dec. 7th:  Early Release for students:  12:45 PM





Mon., Dec. 12th:  Newsletters go home with students.





Thurs., Dec. 15th:  Site Council 5:00 -6:00 PM





Thurs., Dec. 15th:  Winter Band Concert 7:00 PM in Challenger’s Gym.





Fri., Dec. 16th:  Coffee with the Principal  8:30 – 9:00 AM in the Library





Thurs., Dec. 22nd:  Dentist on Campus





Thurs., Dec. 22nd:  Last Day for Students before winter break.  Winter BBQ for eligible students.





12/23/11 -1/6/12:  Winter Break – No School for Students.  School Office will be closed.





Tips to avoid the seasonal flu & H1N1 flu


Take these everyday steps to protect your health:


Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.  


You can also cough or sneeze into your arm to prevent spreading germs to your hands.�
�
Wash your hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds, especially after you cough or sneeze.  To help children with washing for 20 seconds, have them sing the ABCs song while they are washing their hands.  When they have sung the entire song, they can stop washing their hands. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective.�
�
Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread this way.�
�
Try to avoid close contact with sick people.�
�
Stay home if you are sick until at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever (100°F or 37.8°C) or signs of a fever (without the use of a fever-reducing medicine, such as Tylenol®). �
�






Challenger Students of the Month for November


Each month, all teachers at Challenger select one student from their homeroom to be the Student of the Month for their class, this includes special area teachers and our athletic teams. Teachers select their student of the month based on students who have demonstrated an effort to learn, completed assignments on time, responsibility, and respect for self and others. Below are the names of the students were selected for the month of November, they all have done an outstanding job of demonstrating leadership skills on our campus. Keep up the great work! 





Teacher�
Student�
Teacher�
Student�
�
Ms. Opatz -�
Fatimah Ghazi�
Ms. Anderson -�
Isabelle Bennets�
�
Mr. Dyer -�
Itza Carrillo�
Ms. Brisbin -�
Marifer Caberello�
�
Ms. Onyepunka -�
Richard Valdez�
Ms. Coman -�
Paulina Hidalgo�
�
Ms. Sarris -�
Byanco Feliz�
Mr. Diorio -�
Francisco Gomez Fariaz�
�
Mr. Villasenor -�
Nino McCullough�
Ms. Wilson -�
Clayton Earle�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Mrs. Coburn -�
Tony Nammathao�
Mrs. Castro -�
Ghadeer Ghazi�
�
Ms. Curtis -�
Britney Flores�
Mrs. Gonzalez -�
Juan Simental Lara�
�
Ms. Johnson -�
Zalma Castro�
Mrs. Hernandez -�
Angel Robless�
�
Ms. McEvoy -�
Angel Quintanilla�
Ms. Kohnert -�
Jose Cervantes�
�
Ms. Sledge -�
Jack Koshaba�
Mr. Moore -�
Ellison Rodarte�
�
Ms. Varon -�
Khanh Nguyen�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Mr. Birgenheir -�
Pashonique Sueing�
Mr. Smith -�
Fatimah Younis�
�
Ms. Brisk -�
Antonio Moreno�
Ms. Guardiola -�
Anna Muhawenimana�
�
Mr. Gehrke -�
Selena Rodriquez�
Ms. Rudolph -�
Jasmine Pantoja�
�
Ms. McGowen -�
Cynthia Beltran�
Ms. Lewellen -�
Jaivierre Grey�
�
Ms. Stevenson -�
Brandon Kilmeris�
Ms. Turner -�
Aylin Saenz�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Mr. Anderson -�
Abel Murillo�
Athlete of the Month�
�
�
Mrs. Deneault -�
Teriana Dennie�
Boys Football -�
Ulysses  Quintana�
�
Ms. Jacob -�
Fatimah  Younis�
Girls Football -�
Jasmine Aceves�
�
Ms. Langer -�
Cheyenne Ryder�
�
�
�
Mr. Stitzer -�
Justin Muir�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�









